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Detailed Office Action 



1 . This action is responsive 

2. Claims 1-28 are pending. 



to the amendment filed on March 12, 2003. 



Response to Arguments 



3. Applicant's arguments filled on March 14. 2003 have been folly considered, however 
they are not persuasive because of the following reasons: 

4. Applicants argue that Hudetz does no. teach input devices combines both the capability 
of positional sensing and optical indicia sensing as is required of the input device. In response to 
Applicant's argument, the Patent Office maintain the rejection because Hudetz does teach input 
devices combines both the capability of positional sensing and optical indicia sensing as shown 
in abstract, figured, element 46 (as positional data), col.5, linesU-34, and col.10, lines 11-20, 
clearly shown that input devices both capability of positional sensing and optical indica sensing. 
5. Applicants argue that Hudetz does not disclose feature enables the simultaneous links to 
different nodes all having information related to the product of interest to the user. In response 
to Applicant's argument, the Patent Office maintain the rejection because Hudetz does teach 
feature enables the simultaneous links to different nodes all having information related ,„ the 
product of interest to the user as shown in abstract col.7, linesl6-28, col.3, lines 30-35, col. 10, 
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Hnes 1 1-20, col.8, linesl 1-63, and col.5, lines 47-54, shown that simultaneous links to different 
nodes all having information related to the product of interest to the user. 

6. Therefore, the Examiner asserts that cited prior arts teach or suggest the subject matter 
broadly recited in independent claims 1, 10, and 19. Claims 2-9, 1 1-18 and 20-29 are also 
rejected at least by the virtue of their dependency on independent claims and by other reasons set 
forth in the previous office action [see paper no. 12]. 

7. Accordingly, claims 1-28 are respectfully rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action. 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the mention was described in a patent granted on an ^^^S^^^^^^ 
States before the mvention thereof by ^^^^^J^^SZ^ before the invention 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) ot section i W 01 

thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application being examined 
was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily published under 35 U.S.C. 
122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment 
by the AIPA (pre- AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

9. Claims 1-28 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by Hudetz et al. 
(USPN 5,978,773 - Date of Patent: November 02, 1999, herein referred to as "Hudetz"). 
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10. As to claim 1, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, including a method of obtaining 
pr0 duct information regarding a product, comprising the steps of disposing a firs, computer of a 
user on a network (Abstract, col l, lines 20-55); 

connecting an input device to the firs, computer to provide a user interface to the firs, computer, 
wherein .he inpu. device can sense positional data (Fig.3) and optical indicia (col.10, lines 10- 
20) of the produce from displayed indicia containing a product ID (col.6, lines 8-55, col.5, lines 
13-34, and col.10, lines 3-27); 

accessing a second computer disposed on .he network in response .o .he user sensing .he indicia 
of the product with the input device (col.3, lines 16-57, col.12, lines 11-67, col.6, lines 8-33, 
col.7, lines 2-28, col.8, linesl2-20); 

performing a lookup operation a. .he second computer .o match the product ID with routing 
information of each of a plurality of vendor servers disposed on .he nework, .he vendor servers 
having unique pr„duc-re.a.ed information of me product (col.8, lines .2-67, and col.9, lines 1- 

5); 

renaming .he routing information of tire vendor severs (co, 5, lines 50-55) from .he second 
computer ,o .he firs, computer in order » access the vendor server (col.8, lines 1 1-63); and 
accessing ,he vendor server in accordance with me routing information ,o retirrn *e produC 
related information ,o the firs, computer for simultaneous presentation to the user (col. 1 , lines 
21-63, and col.8, lines 29-67). 

„. As to claim 2, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the step of accessing the 
vendor servers includes respectively accessing a dis.ribu,or node of tire inpu. device, an 
advertiser node, and an E-commerce node (col.12, lines 10-60, and col.13, lines 5-51). 
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12. As to claim 3, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the input device can 
sense information stored in magnetic medium (col.6, lines 1-25, and col. 12, lines 1-55). 

13. As to claim 4, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the step of accessing the 
Vendor server further comprises the steps of, returning the product information of the product 
respectively from an advertiser node, distributor information of a distributor of the input device 
from a distributor node, and E-commerce information from an E-commerce node (col.8, lines 1 1- 
20, and col.l, lines 24-37), and 

14. framing separately the distributor information, product information, and E-commerce 
information in a browser window of the first computer for presentation to the user (colli, lines 
1-8, col.8, lines 29-63, and col.9, lines 5-13). 

15. As to claim 5, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein in response to receiving 
scanned indicia and positional data from the input device, a software interface running on the 
first computer converts the received indicia data and generates the routing information for 
transmission to the second computer (col.l 1, lines 20-60). 

16. As to claim 6, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the routing information 
includes an input device ID and a network address of the second computer (col. 5, lines 13-34). 

1 7. As to claim 7, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the user enables reading 
of the indicia, in the step of connecting, by first depressing one or more buttons on the input 
device (col.3, lines 45-57, and col.3, lines 4-15). 

18. As to claim 8, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein a software interface 
running on the first computer is operable to automatically detect reading of the product indicia 
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by the input device and detect positional data (Fig.3, col.3, lines 24-67, and col.l 1, line 62 to 
col. 12, line 9). 

19. As to claim 9, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the input device and a 
software interface running on the first computer perform a handshake operation using a unique 
input device ID stored in the input device prior to enabling operation of one or more operating 
modes of the input device (col.5, line 13-34, and col.8, lines 29-46). 

20. As to claim 10, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, including an architecture for 
obtaining product information of a product-related, comprising: a first computer of a user 
disposed on a network (Abstract, col.l, lines 20-55); 

an input device connected to said first computer to provide a user interface to said first computer, 
wherein said input device can sense positional data (Fig.3) and optical indicia of the product, 
from displayed indicia containing a product ID (col.6, lines 8-55, col.5, lines 13-34, and col.10, 
lines 3-27); 

a second computer disposed on said network and accessed in response to said user sensing said 
indicia of the product with said input device (col.3, lines 16-57, col. 12, lines 1 1-67, col.6, lines 
8-33, col.7, lines 2-28, col.8, linesl2-20); 

wherein a lookup operation is performed at said second computer to match said product ID with 
routing information of each of a plurality of vendor servers (col.5, lines 50-55) disposed on said 
network, said vendor servers having unique product-related information of the product (col.8, 
lines 12-67, and col.9, lines 1-5); 

wherein said routing information of the vendor servers (col.5, lines 50-55) is returned from said 
second computer to said first computer in order to access said vendor server(col.8, lines 1 1-63); 
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wherein said vendor server is accessed in accordance with said routing information to return the 
product-related information to said first computer for simultaneous presentation to said 
user(col.l, lines 21-63, and col.8, lines 29-67). 

21. As to claim 11, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein each of said plurality of 
vendor servers is operable respectively to access a distributor node of the input device, an 
advertiser node, and an E-commerce node (col.12, lines 10-60, and col.13, lines 5-51). 

22. As to claim 12, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said input device can 
sense information stored in magnetic medium (col.6, lines 1-25, and col.12, lines 1-55). 

23. As to claim 13, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said vendor server 
returns the product information of the product respectively from an advertiser node, distributor 
information of a distributor of said input device from a distributor node, and E-commerce 
information from an E-commerce node, and said distributor information, the product 
information, and said E-commerce information is framed separately in a browser window of said 
first computer for presentation to said user (col. 1 1, lines 1-8, col.8, lines 29-63, and col.9, lines 
5-13). 

24. As to claim 14, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein a software interface 
running on said first computer converts received indicia data and generates said routing 
information for transmission to said second computer, in response to receiving said scanned 
indicia and positional data (Fig.3) from said input device (col. 11, lines 20-60). 

25. As to claim 15, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said routing 
information includes an input device ID and a network address of said second computer (col.13, 
line 5 to col. 14, line 50). 
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26. As to claim 16, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said user enables 
reading of said indicia by first depressing one or more buttons on said input device (col.3, lines 
45-57, and col.3, lines 4-15). 

27. As to claim 17, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein a software interface 
running on said first computer is operable to automatically detect reading of said product indicia 
by said input device and detect positional data (Fig.3, col.3, lines 24-67, and col. 11, line 62 to 
col. 12, line 9). 

28 As to claim 18, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said input device and a 

software interface running on said first computer perform a handshake operation using a unique 

input device ID stored in said input device prior to enabling operation of one or more operating 

modes of said input device (col.5, line 13-34, and col.8, lines 29-46). 

29. As to claim 19, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, including a method for 

connecting two locations on a network utilizing a pointing device at the first location 

interconnected to a user's computer at the first location, comprising the steps of: 

providing both positional and optical scanning capabilities in the pointing device (col. 11, lines 1- 

61, col. 10, lines 3-54, and col.2, lines 1-25); 

scanning the pointing device with the optical scanning capability thereof over an encoded optical 
code, encoded with information representative of a location on the network of a second location, 
while operating a first program on the user computer which utilizes the positional capabilities of 
the pointing device (col.6, lines 5-65, col.8, lines 10-67, and col.12, lines 5-55); 
running a second program in the user's computer (col.2, lines 5-65 and col.8, lines 1-65); 
detecting with the second program the scanning of the encoded optical code (col.3 lines 1-60); 
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connecting the first location to each of a plurality of the second locations to over the network 
through respective routing location indicated by the information encoded in encoded optical 
codes in response to the step of detecting the encoded optical code (col.ll, lines 28-39, col.5, 
lines 1-25, and col. 19, lines 12-21); and 

receiving information from each of the second location transmitted there from to the first 
location for simultaneous display thereof (col.8, lines 5-65). 

30. As to claim 20, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the encoded optical 
code is a barcode (col. 11, line 62 to col.12, line 21). 

31. As to claim 21, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the encoded optical 
code is an ISBN code (col.5, lines 5-65, and col.10, lines 1- 36). 

32. As to claim 22, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the encoded optical 
code is an EAN code (col.10 lines 1-20, col.12, lines 2-65, and col.13, lines 25-50). 

33. As to claim 23, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the encoded optical 
code is disposed on a flat surface (col.l, lines 20-60, and col.9, lines 20-60). 

34. As to claim 24, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the encoded optical 
code is disposed on a product (col.3, lines 15-60). 

35. As to claim 25, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the encoded optical 
code is encoded with information regarding the product and associated with a product (col.9, 
lines 10-67, and col.3, lines 1-55). 

36. As to claim 26, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the step of receiving 
Information comprises displaying the information received from the second location when 
received there from (col. 11, lines 1-20, and col.4, lines 15-60). 
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network (col.2, lines 7-36). 
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, mmv T N „ uven who may be reached via telephone at (703) 
examiner should be directed to Tammy T. Nguyen wno y 

„r m! ,llv he reached Monday through Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 
305-7982. The examiner can normally be reacneo muuu y 

4 30 p m eastern standard time. 

If you need to send the Exanuner, a facsimile —ion reading After Final issues, please 
send i, to (703) 746-723S. If you need .o send an Official facsimile transmission, please send ,, 
t „ (703) 746-7239 If you wou.d tike to send a Non-Officia, (draft) facsimile transmission the fax 
is (703) 746-7240. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
Examiner's Supervisor, David WHey, may be reached at (703) 308-522! 

A„ y response to this office action should be mailed to: Director of Patent, and 

Trademarks Washington, D.C. 20231. Moreover, hand-delivered responses should be 

delivered to the Receptionist, legated on the fourth floor .f Crysta. Park ,1, 2121 Crysta. 

Drive Arlington, Virginia 

Tammy T. Nguyen 
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